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BUT SHE 
ALWAYS 
PAYS 
ATTENTION 
DURING 


CLOSELY AND EIN 


UNDERSTANDS 
THINGS 
WELL. 














H 
FITTING IN 
WITH HER 


| CLASSMATES? 


SHE'S A 
LITTLE ON 
THE QUIET 

SIDE. 





I HOPE 

HE ISN'T 

CAUSING 
_ TROUBLE! 


Cc 


BUT 
SHE'S SO 
SCATTER- 
BRAINED! 

SHE FORGOT 
HER LUNCH 


YESTERDAY! 


HA HA! 
SHE DOES 
TEND TO 
FORGET 
THINGS. 


OKADA-KUN'S 
VERY RAM- 
BUNCTIOUS. 
SO FULL OF 

ENERGY! 


WATANABE- 
SAN'S VERY 
GOOD AT 
MAKING 
FRIENDS. 
































































AY, . 


Nine = 
/t yore 









































I'M OFF. 
HAVE A 
GOOD 
EVENING! 

















NIGHT! 












































































































































































































































FINALLY, 
SOME 
7IME TO 




















































































































GOOD 
EVENING! 


























IS THE 
COUNTER 
ALL 
RIGHT? 











I'VE JUST 
BEEN BUSY 
WITH WORK 





'T 


GET OUT 
OFTEN. 





VID YOU 
COME FROM 
YOU SAID 
YOU DION 
THIS WAY 


Fo 
oS 
t= 
X 
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I LIVE 
IN THIS 
NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD. 


ARE THERE 
NO GOOD 
BARS IN YOUR 


HOOD? 











AGO. AND 
WE STOPPED 
AT ANOTHER 

ONE, TOO. 


OHH? 
WHEN 
DID THAT 
HAPPEN? 










WHOA! IT 
CLOSE 






















REALLY IS 














THANKS 
FOR 
HAVING 
ME. 











YOu 
WANT 
SOME 

WATER? 
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BUT I 
GUESS 
LIGHTNING 
STRIKES, 
SOMETIMES. 










THAT WAS 
A PRETTY 
EXPERIENCED | 
KISS, FIRST 
TIMER. 


I STARTED 
THERE A 
MONTH 
AGO. 


THE ONE 
WE MET 
AT, IN 
FACT. 


I WAS 
DRINKING. 
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YOU'VE 
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BESo as cs 
. 


I GUESS 
YOU CAN 
MEET 
PEOPLE 
LIKE 





A FEW 
FLINGS 
LIKE THIS 


BACK /N 
THE DAY. 
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NO POINT 
IN HITTING 
ON HER 
OTHERWISE! 





BUT 
I THINK 
YOU'RE 
INCREDIBLE. 





CAN WE 
GET THE 
CHECK, 
PLEASE! 


YOU'RE 
GOING 


BETTER 
NOT CALL 
IN SICK 
. TOMORROW. 
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I WANT TO KNOW EVERYTHING! 
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MY EYES 
ARE ALL 
STINGY. 





YOU CAN 
REALLY 
KNOCK 

"EM BACK. 














1 
Wy 1 
SAD 
S 
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WHEN 
SOMEONE 


Soh 

RESSED 

ORYENS 

VIKVS 

SNONWTOS 

BEST 
es 
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Hooosgoooo oS 


SATA TA HE EL 






































WELL, IF 
I DION'T, I 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE DRUNK 
THAT MUCH. 
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HOW 
ARE YOU 
FEELING? 


I HOPE 

WORK’S 
NOT TOO 

ROUGH 
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WE HAVE 
COUNTER 
SEATS 
AVAILABLE. 


A 
RIGHT? 








THIS 
RESERVA- 
TION. 


I WONDER 
HOW OKUBO- 
SENSE] 1S 
DOING. 

















GOOD 
EVENING! 











WE HAVE A 
RESERVATION 





EVENING! 





HE'S...MY 
HUSBAND. 














a YOU SAY 
| I WAS, j SOME- 
LOOKING THING? 


\6 


FORWARD.TO 

COMING BACK {\ 

“HERE BY 
MYSELF. 
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Chapter 2 
‘. What Made 


You Like 
This? 
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MY FIRST 


WAS MY 


SS 
9 
9 
Y 
Wy 
S 
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great 
year 
together. 
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HE'S...MY 
HUSBAND. 





HUSEAND? 


YOU SAY 
SOME- 
THING? 


I SHOULD 
lgalda 
GUESSED. 


ALWAYS 
SEEM 
70 GE 

MARRIED. 
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I THOUGHT 
I WAS GOOD 
AT CATCHING 





SAME OLD 


WHY I 
TAKE THE 
PRECAL- 

TIONS 
LOO. 


AND YEAH, 
SOME PEOPLE 
DON'T WEAR 
RINGS. 


BUT THERE 

ARE TELLS 
THAT GIVE 

THEM AWAY. 
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I’m so, 
so sorry 
about the 
other day. 





43 


| never 
meant for 
things to 
happen 
like this. 


| was SO 
excited... 


| planned 
to show 


up alone, 
but... 
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| was too 
afraid 
to tell 

you the 
whole 
truth. 
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SMOOTH 
TALKER. 
GOOD 
APOLOGY. 


THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 
BETWEEN 
US, I FELT 

















Semecee 
SOs, 
canes 
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es Ni 
NN 


h 


SSS 
Sewer reyiatent 


mY 
ive ( 


PUNCHED 
ME RIGHT 
IN THE GUT, 
SO TO 
SPEAK. 
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TURNS OUT 
SHE WAS 
THE ONE 
PLAYING 
ME. 


ZI THOUGHT 
I'D FOUND 
A CUTE, 
INNOCENT 
GIRL. 


I 
WONDER... 
WAS /T 
FATE? IT 
FELT STAR- 
CROSSED, 


BUT 
THEN I 
FIND OUT... 
SHE'S 
GOTA 
HUSEAND, 





MAYBE 
SHE GETS 
OFF ON 
MESSING 
AROUND 
WITH 
PEOPLE? 


ANYONE 
SHE MET 
THAT NIGHT 
WOLILD HAVE 
BEEN FINE. 





WHAT IF 
MEETING 


YEAH. I BET 
I'M JUST THE 
LATEST INA 
LONG, LONG 
LINE. 








OR WHAT 
/F THINGS 
AREN'T 
GREAT 
WITH HER 
HUSEAND? 


MAYBE 
site SHE'S 
CONFUSED? pape an 


DOES SHE 
REGRET /T 
NOW? 
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Lal a 











And now? 
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LAT 
TWENTY- 
. FIVE AND 
KEPT 
PUTTING 
OFF HAVING 
A SERIOUS 
RELATION- 
SHIP. 


WHEN 
HE SAID HE 
WANTED TO 
MEET AGAIN, 
IT DION'T 
FEEL LIKE A : 
BURDEN. THERE 
: | : WEREN'T 
ANY 
AWKWARD 
SILENCES 
BETWEEN 
us. 





WE BOTH HAD 
MARRIAGE 
ON THE M/ND 
WHEN WE MET, 
SO THINGS 
HAPPENED 
FAST. 
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EVERY TIME 
I SAW HIM, 
I FOUND I 
LIKED HIM 
MORE. 










































































I TOOK IT OFF 
TO WASH THE 
DISHES! 


GLOVES? 


AND IT’S 
NOT LIKE 
YOU HAVE 
TO WEAR 
BUT IT ALL THE 
YOU DON'T TIME. 
WANT 


TO RISK 
LOSING 
IT! 





THIS WAY, 


LIKELY TO 
LOSE IT, AT 
LEAST. 































































































AND SINCE IT 
Wwewen7o | | pur YOU WEAR 


THE TROUBLE FORGET 
OF GETTING MY RING aes EVEN LEse 
: THAN 


MATCHING PRETTY HA 
ae taa RINGS. 


MAY A 
WELL KEEP 
THEM A 
MATCHING 
SET! 















































WE WENT 
TO ALL THAT 
TROUBLE, ELIT 
EVEN THOUGH 
WE TRIED, WE 
JUST WORE 
THEM LESS 

AND LESS, 


SO THEY 
ENDED 
UP BEING 
LOVELY 
PIECES OF 
ART. 
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I'D NEVER 
WANTED 
ANYTHING SO 
BADLY IN MY 
WHOLE LIFE. 


I'VE HAD 
TIMES WHERE 
I WAS WITH 
SOMEONE I 
WAS INTO... 


SO WE'D 
CHECK /N WITH 
OW Oa ed 

GAUGE OUR 
FEELINGS, OUR 
INTEREST. 
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Wow. 
Pretty 
pervy 
for 2 
teacher! 
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YOU'RE 
HOME 
NICE AND 
EARLY! 

















OH, 





























YEAH! YOU'RE 
MEETING STILL WAY 
WRAPPED EARLIER THAN ) sTUci IN 
UP EARLY. I THOUGHT TRAFFIC! 





YOU'D BE. 





YOU'RE 
WEARING 


IT 
TODAY! 











I REMEM- 
BERED AST 
WAS WALKING 
OUT THE 


DOOR. I HAD 
TO DASH BACK 
FOR IT. 












I FIGURED 
I COULD 


ReawiTo. ae 


MYSELF, 
"AYA-CHAN HOME: 


WAS TOO 
LATE FOR 


DESERVES EARLY FOR 
out” ¢| DINNER. TUNCH. 


WHY 
DIDN'T You 
STOP ON 
YOUR WAY 


NAH, NAH, = -& : Za Nt HA 
vA NAH < ans DON'T HAVE 
TAKE YOU ~S Z ZO WHIP Li 
: WHIP LIP 
SOMETH-- 


YOU KNOW, 
THE ONE 
WE ALWAYS 
USED TO 
GO TO? 

























































































IF GOING 
OUT IS 
TOO MUCH 


BUT YOU 
HAD SUCH A 
LONG DRIVE. 

ARE YOU 

SURE? 


TRUST ME, 
HUNGER 
4 ISA 
“\ POWERFUL 
\. MOTIVATOR. 


TLL 
BOOK US 
A TABLE. 

















ARAL 
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UnAenik 
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wwe 
is! Sas 
eSenesee 


DAR 




















oe 
SEIKS 
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Do you still want to 
see me again? 


KS 
FA 
COX 






































Set 
es 





YOU'RE 
MARRIED! 
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HE'S 
GONNA GET 
SUSPICIOUS 

















AT THIS 


RATE. 































































































































































































ELEMENTARY, 
THERE’S NO 
































PICK-UPS 
ANYHOW. 
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DID YOU 
GET LOST ON 
THE WAY OR 
SOMETHING? 


\V& 











3 ——— 
ae : —— 











1 


7 


COMING 
RIGHT 





PLEASE. 


MY FEET 
STARTED 
WALKING 
wee 





Am | 
pushing 
too hard? 
Sorry. 
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SCRATCH 
THAT. 
= IAMA 
ae ae 


| I WANTED 

| TOHAVEA 
TALK WITH 

You. 


\ 


SOMETHING 
YOU WANT 
TO SAY TO 
ME, YEAH? 
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I DIDN'T 
WANT 
YOU TO 
THINK MY 
PROBLEM 
WAS THE 


BISEXUAL 
THING. 


THEY LIKE 
OTHER 


BI GIRLS IN 
MY PAST... 


THEY'VE 
ALWAYS 
DUMPED ME 
FOR SOME 
GUY IN 
THE END. 


















ACTUALLY, 
NO, Eere 


I'M JUST 
WHINING. 
SORE 
LOSER, 
Y'KNOW? 


AND _I'M 

SORRY 

ZI HURT 
you. 





COMPLETELY 
a AND 


ARE YOU 
SERIOUS?! 
THAT'S--! 


PAST? THE 
ONES WHO 


THEY 
ALWAYS SAY 
THEY HAVE TO 
BE HONEST, 
THAT THEY'RE 
GONNA... 





I'VE ONLY 
BEEN HALF- 
HONEST 
WITH BO7H 


OF YOU, 


THAT'S 
WHAT I'M 
TALKING 
ABOUT! 
RIGHT 
THERE! 














ARE YOu 
SURE THIS 
IS A GOOD 
PLACE TO 


I THINK 
WE'RE SAFE... 
BUT PERHAPS 
WE SHOULD 

RELOCATE, 


JUST IN 
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I'VE 
ALWAYS 


LIKED 
TEACHERS. 














bin come gill 











: | 

VE = / 10 see 
Ss S YOU BEING |) 

AYANO- 


, — SENSE. so 
ieee. TEACHER pe 
iy MODE 


DE, see 
Y'KNOW? 
















ses Arte 
| Sate ee ¥ 
TTT eee 






































ANYWAY, 
ABOUT 
BEFORE. 






































BEING ALL 
NOBLE AND 
HONEST. 


YOU THINK 


YOUR 
HUSBAND 
WILL 





































































































































































































I'VE 
HAD A FEW 
RELATION- 
SHIPS LIKE 
THIS. IT’S 

A PAIN. 


ALL 
MY PAST 
RELATIONSHIPS 
HAVE BEEN 
MESSY. 











REALLY. 

















IF I'M 
BEING 
HONEST... 


AND I'LL BE 
THIRTY-SIX 
NEXT MONTH. 
I'M SICK OF 
THIS ACT 








































































































E 
GIDDY THAT 
WE'RE BOTH 
THIRTY- 
FIVE. 














GET ALONG 

WITH MANY 

PEOPLE MY 
AGE. 











THIS IS UM! 
PROBABLY 
THE WORST 











YOU'RE 
RIGHT, 
THAT 


WAS 
TERRIBLE 
TIMING. 










AND YET, 
YOU'RE A 
TEACHER. 




















YOU'VE © | 
GOTA \ 
WAY WITH | 
WORDS, 


Ms. | 
_ | SMOOTH- /| | 
_\ TALKER. / 


ay 

































































































REALLY, THAT 
NIGHT WITH 
YOU, IT WAS 
THE FIRST 
TIME I'D DONE 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 


































BUT I DON'T 
MEAN TO USE 
THAT AS AN 
EXCUSE. 





















AT FIRST, 
I THOUGHT 
MAYBE IT 
WAS BECAUSE 
OF YOU, 
AKARI-SAN. 














BUT THEN 
I STARTED 
TO WONDER... 
WHY, THEN, 
IF IT WAS 
JUST 
YOu? 






































































































































































































































IN 
THEORY, I 
COULD KEEP 
MAKING 
EXCUSES 
TO MY 
HUSBAND 
FOR A 
WHILE. 


BUT...TO 

BE HONEST, 
I HAVE NO 
CLUE WHAT 
TO DO WITH 
ALL THESE 
FEELINGS. 


I JUST 
WANTED TO... 
VOMIT THEM 

OUT AT SOME- 

ONE AND SEE 
IF IT HELPED. 
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eae I THOUGHT 
MMEWOERE MAYGE, /T 
SOMEWHERE? bene 
WO O JUST 
DARING | BECAUSE 
HEARING /T. cAnperee 
WOMAN. 


YET... WANT 

70 SEE WHAT 
HAPPENS, 
WITH YOLI 


AND ME. 











ALL I SEE 
HERE /S 
THE USUAL 
mp agak 
DRAGGED 
Oa 

INTO. 


I KNOW 
IT'S A 
WEIRD TIME 


BUT... 
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a mie Recast REL 
ane 
Ry ty oon 
wy 





You 
PROBABLY 
GOTTA COOK 
AFTER THIS, 
YEAH? 


OH, 








YOU 
BETTER PICK 
SOMETHING 
LIGHT. 


BUT AS FOR 

MYSELF...I'M 

GONNA CHOW 
DOWN. 











<0 een 


AND THE 
COFFEE 
JELLY? 





COMES IN 
HANDY. 


US BOTH 
BEING 
WOMEN, 
I MEAN. 


YOU CAN 
MEET UP AT 
WEIRD TIMES 
AND NO ONE 

SUSPECTS 

ANYTHING 

SORDID. 





























WAS A GIRL. 
I KNEW 
LIKED HER SHE HAD A 
$0 MUCH BOYFRIEND. 
I TALKED 


DUMPED ME 
AND GOT 
HITCHED. 








I SHOULD 
BE GETTING 
HOME 
SOON. 
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I'M SORRY. 
I-I REALLY 
HAVE TO 
GO. 


IT'S 
JUST... 


I'VE 
FINISHED 


MY. 
DESSERT. 


BUT YOU 
STAY AND 
ENJOY 
YOUR 
STEAK, 
AKARI- 
SAN. 


THANK YOU 

FOR COMING 
OUT TO MEET 

ME TODAY. 





AOL FEISS — 
HER ie 





























"PISS HER 
OFF"? 
THAT'S 

BULL. 





BUT SHE 
DOES HAVE A 
REAL REASON 
SHE HAS TO 
GET HOME. 












AND I'M 
THE ONE WHO 
WANTED TO 
MEET HER 
HERE. 











AND I'M 
THE ONE 
WHO CHASED 
AFTER HER 
IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. 
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a 
*- MOMENT 








. 


SHE SAID 


. 


THAT... 


I WANTED 


70 WRAP. 
MY 


ARMS 


AROUND 


HER. 
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EITHER 
WATCH TV 
OR PLAY 
SOLITAIRE. 
PICK ONE. 








DAMN /T! 
SHE'S 
ALREADY 
GOT ME 
WRAPPED 
AROUND 
HER 
FINGER! 





ACTUALLY 
GOING. | 
7O MEET | 
AGAIN?! 


/ 


HOW ID I 
PAMIECAL 
THIS BAD? 


SORRY 
FOR 
\ STAYING 








Chapter 4 
Goodbye, 


My Love 
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IF 
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ITI phys 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































DID YOU 
SEE MY 
TEXT? 












I TOLD You 
THERE'S NO 
POINT IN 
TEXTING ME 
FIVE MINUTES 
BEFORE YOU 
GET HERE! 










Is 
FINE, 
THOUGH. 

























WHERE'S 
WATARU? 












































WITH THE 
7 PARK RIGHT 
J THERE, THE 
-{ AREA'S PERFECT 
FOR STARTING 
A FAMILY. I'M 
ALWAYS TELLING 
P| pa Tar. 


































LEAST TEXT 
ME BEFORE 


THE HOUSE. 








I ALSO GO 
OUT, YOU 
KNOW. AT 


YOU LEAVE 


NO MATTER \ 
HOW MANY 
TIMES T VISIT, 






A FRIEND 
INVITED 
























ME TO THE 
THEATER. WE'RE 
SEE? SOI MEETING THIS 
NO NEED FIGURED AFTERNOON. 
TO BOTHER 
TELLING YOU 
HOURS IN 
ADVANCE NOW, 







IS THERE? 





SINCE 
IT'S ON 
THE WAY 
AND ALL. 













tvs 
ALMOST 
YOUR 
BIRTHDAY, 
ISN'T IT? 



















POT- Z 
POURRI! fect 





TUCK IT IN Ue: 
A DRAWER,  feeiooi = 
OR IT CAN 
FRESHEN 
UPA 
CLOSET. 







SCENTED 
CANDLES. 










































































SCENTED 
THINGS ARE 
NO GOOD 
FOR CATS. 
















































































WAS IT 
THIRTY-FIVE 
THIS YEAR, 

AYANO- 
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HAVE YOU 
GIVEN UP 
ON KIDS? 
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DID YOu 
WANT 
BREAKFAST? 














YOUR 
EARLIER? MOTHER 


BUT IT'S DROPPED 
ONLY JUST 


BY 
NOON. — EARLIER. 


WHAT'S 
SHE DOING 
COMING OVER 
ON A SUNDAY 








MORNING? 


BIRTHDAY 
PRESENT. 





IT'S MORE 
LIKE SHE 
GETS 
BORED 


PERHAPS 
SHE'S JUST 
RESTLESS. 





SHE QUIT 
POTTERY IN 
THE BLINK 
OF AN EYE. 








cut room 


bianca 























THANKS 
FOR 
WAITING. 
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| SURPRISED, 
ARE WE? 











THey useD WU 
Touve Wo dy 
TOGETHER. j y 


y | 





I HEARD 
YOU WERE 
THE MANAGER 
OF ANOTHER 
SALON BACK 
IN THE DAY. 





I GOT 
MARRIED, 
HAD A 
KID. LIFE 
HAPPENED. 





SOT 
ENDED UP 


STEPPING 
BACK. 


AND THEN 
MORITA 
BECAME THE 
MANAGER 
HERE AT 
SOME 
POINT. 
SAID I'D BE 
WELCOMED 
BACK WITH 
OPEN ARMS 
IF I EVER 
WANTED IT. 











OHH, 

I’M IN 
THE...ER, 
HOSPITALITY 
INDUSTRY. 
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MY Ex- 
ROOMMATE... 


AND 
EX-GIRLFRIEND, 
YUKAKO-CHAN. 














they were 
like, Sure we'll 
help, but only 

if you come 

back home! 


I LOVED 
laptal) 
DAMN 
MUCH. 
I M/SS 
HER. 


Cant 
crash at 
your place 

for a 


behind 
on my 
rent. 


Sooo, I 
called my 
parents. 








The only 
useful Skill You 
my parents know 
beat into it! 


IF only 
they'd 
taught you 
not to mooch 
off your 
friends. 




















Sooo I 
kinda lied 
and told 
them I 
was moving 
in with a 
friend. 


What a 
spread! 












































I’m going 
to be sooo 
embarrassed 

if I read 

the room 
wrong... 


Are you 
seeing 
anyone 
right now, 
Akari- 








4 
iy 


TO SAY 
AFTER 
ALL THIS 
TIME, BUT 
CONGRATU- 
LATIONS. 


STARTING 
SCHOOL 
NEXT 
YEAR. 
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WANT TO 







YOU'VE 
ALWAYS 





UH, CAN 


PEOPLE TO | 


SOMEONE 
ELSE’s-- 




















BARBECUE 
SOON. 


YOU 
SHOULD 
COME, TOO, 
AKARI-SAN. 


THERE'S 
A SPOT IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
WHERE YOU 
CAN HAVE 























BARBECUES 
AND STUFF. 


















































PLUS, IT'S 
LSO TO 
CELEBRATE 
ME GOING 
BACK TO 
WORK. 


a 








MY FIRST 
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I WONDER 
WHY THAT 


MAYBE 


PRESENT... 


SINCE 
IM GETTING 
MY HEART 
GOUGED OUT 
RIGHT NOW. 
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That's so 
personal. 
tT didn't 


That's... 
a good 
question. 


I don't 
mean to 
be rude, 
but...can 
I ask you 
something? 





Do you 
want 
children? 


But 
I know 
that not 
everyone 
feels the 
same 
Way... 














I'm 
sorry! T'll 
Shut up 
now! 





WE AGREED 
70 LEAVE /T TO 
NATURE. LF /T 
HAPPENED, /T 

HAPPENED. 


WE STARTED 
THINKING 
THAT MAYBE 
THAT WASN'T 
WORKING, 

THOUGH. 


EVERY TIME I 

THOUGHT WE 

WERE CLOSE, 
/T TURNED OUT 
WE WEREN’T. 


WE TALKED 
AND TALKED. 
ABOUT OUR 
OPTIONS IF 

NATURE DION’T 

PLAY BALL. 











































































































ARE YOU... 
INTERESTED 
IN ANYONE 
AT WORK, 
WATARU- 
KUN? 











. EES erin 


: 
a 


4 





“INTER- 
ESTED” 
LIKE 
HOW? 


Q: 
4 


WAIT. 
DO YOu 
HAVE A 


= 
ox 
a= 
YS 


SOMETIMES 
A BAR 
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SHE'S A 
SERVER. 































































































a) 
NOT 
“FUNNY.” 








Chapter 5 
A Whole New 
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GOOD 
MORNING. 














I'VE GOT 
TO BE AT 



















I LEFT SCHOOL 
YOU SOME EARLY TODAY, 
FOOD IN THE SO T'M 
MICROWAVE, Bee eet 
THOUGH. : . 
































IF 
YOU'RE NOT 
HUNGRY, 
JUST CHUCK 
IT IN THE 
FRIDGE. 

































































WHAT'S 
THERE 
7O TALK 


ABOUT? 
iTS 
NOTHING. 


NOT 
NOTHING. 





I OION'T 
THINK 
SHE'D 

BE THIS 

SELFISH. 






























































































































































i 


= 1c 


































































































BORROW MY 
SHOULDER 
IF at NEED 


ON THIS 
TRAIN... 






























































husband 

is invited, 
too, of 
course. 























Valk tea! 
TERRIBLE 
AAP 


















































































































































































































































































































































I KNEW /T 
WAS A BAD 
IDEA. 





MY FILTER [ 
ema 0) 4a | Great! 








Haha sorry to oe 
| just drop that ee 
{| onyou oe 








Tell him I’m . 
looking forward 


| rl 




























































































BEAUTIFUL 
DAY FORA 
BARBECUE! 





gS a a 


OH! 
THIS 
IS MY 
HUSBAND. 





° 


DAUGHTER 
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KAWAKITA 
MAI! 


NOT AT 
ALL. THE 
MORE THE 
MERRIER! 





SORRY FOR 
INTRUDING 
ON YOU 
LIKE THIS. 








TEACH 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 


2 


THIS KID 
WILL BE 




















DADDY'S 
CALLING 


Me er toe 
PROBABLY 
MARSHMAL- 
LOWS IF YOU 
ASK NICELY. 

















WORRY 
THAT DEEP 











YOU'RE 
LIKE THAT 


YOU REALLY 
HELPED ME 
OPEN UP. 
IT'S BEEN 
INVALUABLE 
AT WORK. 


YOU GOT 
MARRIED, RAN 
A SALON, AND 
HAD A KID ALL 

AT ONCE. 





YOU HAD 
ENOUGH 
PEOPLE 

SKILLS TO 
MAKE A 
FAMILY. 





THREE KIDS 
BUT COULDN'T 
REALLY GET 
ALONG WITH 
ANYONE. 












THEY PLAY YOUR 
INTERFERENCE HUSBAND 
BETWEEN SEEMS LIKE 
ME AND MY HE MAKES 
+ MOTHER-IN-LAW. AN EFFORT. 








MAI IS 
ABSOLUTELY 
= HIS 
DAUGHTER. 
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I'M DOING MY BEST 
TO BE THE WISE 
ADULT, TEACHING MAI 
THE WAYS OF THE 
WORLD. BUT I FEEL 
LIKE A FRAUD. 





‘I'VE 
HAD A FEW 
RELATIONSHIPS 
LIKE THIS. 
PAIN. 


IT'S A 


CTUALLY, 
M BEING 
HONEST... 


‘A 
IF I 

















A 


HAVE GEEN 
MESS 


“ALL MY PAST 
RELATIONSHIPS 
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THE GAL 
I WAS 
TALKING 
TO CUT 











SHE'S THE 
ONE WHO 
DUMPED 
ME TO GET 
MARRIED! 


AWFUL, 
RIGHT? 





























AND WHY 
0 YOU 
OO (Bal Jie 
AYA-CHAN? 
WHAT WERE 
YOU HOPING 
WOULD 
HAPPEN? 














FOR NOT 
INTRODUCING 
YOu 
SOONER! 


uM... T 
HEARD You 
TWO WERE 

DRINKING 

BUDDIES. 


HIRAYAMA. 





WHAT 
ARE WE 
SUPPOSED 
TO DO 
HERE? 








T'M--ER-- 
I DON'T 
EVEN KNOW 
WHAT I'M 
SAYING 
HERE. I'M 
SORRY! 
















I DON'T 
DRINK MUCH, 
S50 I'M 
A TOTAL 
LIGHTWEIGHT, 
uM... 




















1S 
THIS A 
CHEATING 
THING? 


ARE YOu 
TWO 
ALREADY 
HAVING _AN 
AFFAIR? 





ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 


I JUST 
NEED A 
LITTLE AIR. 
We'LL 
WALK FOR 
A BIT. 














THEN WE'LL 




















IM THE 
ONE WHO 
SAID WE 











gis — as 
: awe, 
; NW eannl Xr. 

WV is 
PA : Nie “< aN fu > M a 


we 
\ [la ON WG SVE 
iss ai Tei wee 
Me Sk (Ze 
77 
Nae 
Mla 








WHETHER 







THAT 
DOESN'T 
CHANGE THE 

FACT THAT 
YOU'VE GOT 
FEELINGS 
FOR HER. 







HERE'S 
WHERE 
I'M AT... 

I WANTED 

TO SPEND 

THE REST 

OF MY LIFE 

WITH You. 


BUT I 
GUESS IT'S... 
NOT THE 
SAME FOR 
You. 


WHY DID 
YOU SAY 
SOMETHING 
IN THE FIRST 
PLACE? 


THIS 
IS SO 
STUPID, 
AYA- 
CHAN... 


Val an eA 
CHANCE /T'S 
ONE-SIDED. 

BUT THAT STILL 
MEANS AYA /S 
UNHAPPY. 





WHY 
| VERY 
a oe SINGLE 
MARRIED?! : | ONE OF 


THEM... 





: WY 
"Y/KNOW?" ees 


I NEVER 
WANT TO 
SEE HER 
AGAIN! 
GOD, I 
WANT TO 
SEE HER 
AGAIN! 





Even Though We’re Adults 1 / END 


TAKAKO 
SHIMURA 
THIS IS JUST HERE. 
A PLAIN OLD IVs 
MANJU BUN. BEEN A 
WHILE! 


BUT THEN WHY 
MANJU... DANGO? 


HELLO KITTY 
HERSELF 
ALSO SPOKE 
PASSIONATELY ASLEEP! 
ABOUT SADOU 
ON THE OFFICIAL 
YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL. 


I DON'T 

PARTICULARLY 

LIKE SAUNAS, 

ie 

GET OBSESSED Ae ae 

WITH SADOU 
DIDN'T LIKE 
SAUNAS AT 


IT FELT GREAT! 
HOWEVER/ ON 


I DIDN'T REALLY 
FEEL LIKE GETTING 
MY WAY HOME, MY INTO THE COLD BATH, 

BACK PAIN GOT BUT I MANAGED IT 
WORSE, AND THE SURPRISINGLY 

GOOD VIBES EASILY. 
VANISHED. 


ANOVM”A 


EXPERI- 
ENCE IS 
SOMETHING 
TD LIKE TO 
TeV! HAVE 
FAITH THAT I 
WILL BE ABLE 
TO BRING 
YOU SOME oo 2 | Z 
MORENFO Bg eee, 
BY VOLUME | EVEN THOUGH WE'RE ADULTS | Ee T WORRIED THAT 
TWO. . HAS ONLY JUST STARTED, MY VISIT WAS TOO 
BUTI HOPE YOULL STAY srowee, MANY SHORT, BUT FOR 
WITH IT! ' SOMEONE WHO 





DOESN'T SAUNA, 
ITS ALOT. 


THANKS TO O-KURA-SAN, S-MOTO-SAN, ISHIDEDEN-SAN, ASO KUMA-SAN, EVERYONE AT KOHE]! 
NAWATA DESIGN OFFICE, O-MURA-JOSHI, AND ALL YOU READERS// (SHIMURA TAKAKO) 





Next issue... 











grow 
tangled. 


























A 
husband. 
A wife. 
























WE 
MIGHT 
GET 
DIVORCED. 





































An 
adult love 
triangle. a 














ee ‘aan 

( ao — 
ees 
} 


\<y/ 


ea = o = 
\ . 
AS, = 
See ee T, | 
\ | Va 


Cen Ubeough Vere Aduffg Z 


On sale soon! 
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READING DIRECTIONS 


This book reads from right to left. Japanese style. 
If this is your first time reading manga, you start 
reading from the top right panel on each page and 
take it from there. If you get lost, just follow the 
- numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards at 
, first, but you'll get the hang of it! Have fun!! 









yano, an elementary school teacher in her 





thirties, stops by a bar one day and meets 
another woman named Akari. Sparks fly as the two 
chat, and before the night is over, Ayano even goes 
in for a kiss. Akari is intrigued but confused... 
especially when she discovers that Ayano has a 
husband! Both Ayano and Akari are about to 

find out that love doesn’t get any easier, e 6 


even as you grow older. 9 © 


From the critically acclaimed 
creator of Sweet Blue Flowers 
and Wandering Son. 
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